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whither the scene now shifts    Berber rule in Morocco
was ended for ever
For some years the Portuguese had been established
in Morocco Their adventurous sailors had captured
Ceuta as far back as 1414, part of Northern Morocco
was ceded to them fifty years later, and successful
landings were made at Mazagan, Agadir5 SafB, and
Azzemour, towns in which marks of this Portuguese
occupation can still be seen These attempts at coloni-
zation were not fated to endure, and Portuguese in-
fluence in Morocco never recovered from the defeat
suffered at the battle of the three kings in 1578, when
Don Sebastian and his Moorish ally Mohammed were
killed, and the Sultan Abd-el-Melek, a sick man who
had directed the fight from a litter, expired as a result
of his exertions
Once the Saadian Sultans had established them-
selves they lost no time in proclaiming a Holy War
with the object of driving out the Portuguese, nor did
they hesitate to enforce a strict observance of Moham-
medanism From this period onwards the Moors
became far more fanatical than they had previously
been, their hatred being especially directed towards the
Spaniards and Portuguese, no doubt as a result of the
fall of Granada Ships were equipped, manned,
shameful to relate, often enough by Christian renegades,
which soon became the terror of all Christian shipping,
and provided the Sultans of Morocco with slave labour
for the erection of the walls, gates, and palaces with
which they adorned their capital cities
The Saadian Sultans, for all their strict religious
views, lived in the greatest luxury, and though, alas!
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